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The Institute`s Latest Digital Productions And Publications

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT
.HHSLQJ LQ PLQG WKH VLJQL¿FDQFH RI
the standing of international domain
in international and transnational
relations and the inclusive gamut of the
lofty thoughts of Imam Khomeini, the
International Affairs Department of the
Institute for Compilation and Publication
of Imam Khomeini’s Works in line with
the goals and overall policies of the
institute assumes the responsibility to
disseminate and promulgate the values
and aspirations of Imam Khomeini
beyond the borders of the country and its
international dimensions. The highlights
of the goals and programs of the
international department are as follows:
1- Introducing the different angles
of intellectual, political, scholarly
and behavioral dimensions of Imam
Khomeini to non-Iranian audience and

admirers in and outside of Iran.
2- Explication of the values and
luminaries of the Islamic Revolution
and safeguarding the achievements
of Islamic Revolution at local and
international scale.
3- Translation of the works of Imam
Khomeini in different languages in
terms of the needs, type and nature of
each work.
4- Attempt to identify and collect all
books, magazines or articles written
across the world about Imam Khomeini
and Islamic Revolution.
5- Establishing relations with cultural
centers outside of the country and
IXO¿OOLQJ WKH QHHGV RI DSSOLFDQWV DQG
writers of different countries.
6- Conducting research and investigation
into relevant needs of the world countries

and providing and compiling the works,
books and articles to suit their needs.
7- Taking steps and doing the necessary
propaganda operations to protect and
perpetually revive the thoughts and
life-style of Imam Khomeini as the
provenance of Islamic Revolution.
Along this line, since the establishment
of the Institute up to the present,
many titles from the literary works
of and about the Founder of the
Islamic Republic of Iran have been
translated and published in more
than 20 living languages of the world
including: English, Arabic, French,
German, Urdu, Turkish (IstanbuliAzeri), Bengali, Bosnian, Chinese,
Czech, Greek, Filipino, Hausa, Italian,
Japanese, Malaya, Polish, Russian,
Spanish, Swahili, etc.

International Affairs Department
The Institute for Compilation and publication of
Imam Khomeini's Works
No. 5, Sudeh Alley, Yaser St., Bahonar Ave., Tehran, I.R. of Iran
P.C. 1977663613 - P.O.Box: 19575/614
Tel: +9821/22834073 - +9821/22292593
Fax: + 9821/22834072
E-mail: international-dept@imam-khomeini.ir
Website: en.imam-khomeini.ir
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The splendor of the Islamic Revolution
and the role of Imam Khomeini’s
personality, views, thoughts, and literary
works in the occurrence and perpetuity
of the Revolution; the need of the future
generation for the works of the founder
of the Islamic Republic and standardbearer of the global Islamic movement;
the publication and propagation of
the authentic and complete works and
thoughts of His Eminence; and the
prevention of historical distortion of
the Islamic Revolution were among
the factors which prompted Houjjat
al-Islam wal-Muslimin Haj Sayyid
Ahmad Khomeini to inquire through an
elaborate letter about His Eminence’s
view on the manner of studying,
compiling and publishing his own
works and related documents, and to
determine the authority in supervising
and ascertaining the authenticity or
otherwise of whatever is to be published
in the name of Imam Khomeini both in
Iran and abroad. In his reply in the form
of a written decree dated September 8,
1988 [Shahrivar 17, 1367 AHS], His
Eminence assigned the responsibility
of compilation and collection of all

materials relevant to him to his own
son, Haj Sayyid Ahmad.
In consonance with this decree,
the Institute for Compilation and
Publication of Imam Khomeini’s Works
was established and has commenced its
activities. The heart-rending event of
the demise of the Imam of the Muslims
and the burgeoning need of the Islamic
society to obtain His Eminence’s
guidelines and literary works have
compelled this Institute to expand
its realm of activities qualitatively
and quantitatively. Along this line,
the law on the preservation of Imam
Khomeini’s works was enacted by
the Islamic Consultative Assembly
(the Iranian Parliament) on November
5, 1989 [Aban 14, 1368 AHS] and
approved by the Council of Guardians
as binding and ready for execution. In
this manner, pursuant to its momentous
religious and legal mission, this
Institute has embarked on planning and
modifying its organizational structure
within the framework of the following
objectives:
1. Collection of all related documents
and literary works of Imam Khomeini

as well as all works relevant to his
personality, life, struggles, and thoughts
written by writers or made by artists
both in Iran and abroad;
2. Permanent preservation of the
aforementioned documents and works
through the most appropriate means;
3. Study and research on the literary
works for the elucidation of the history
of the Islamic Revolution, Imam
Khomeini biography, and compilation,
translation and preparation of the
literary works’ compendium for
publication;
4. Publication of the literary works’
compendium
through
various
means both in Iran and abroad, and
propagation and dissemination of the
Imam’s thoughts and ideals;
5. Perpetual supervision of everything
written or made by artists in the name
of Imam Khomeini; prevention of
distortion of the Imam’s speeches,
writings, and events related to the
Imam; giving replies to the inquirers
and researchers on the literary works
DVWKHRI¿FLDOFHQWHUIRUWKHFROOHFWLRQ
and preservation of the documents and
works of the Imam.
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Selected
Remarks by
Foreign Guests
Attended
Imam
Khomeini’s
Departure
Ceremony
Imam Khomeini has been a great
mystic and intellectual. The Islamic
Revolution emerged victorious as a
result of his devotion to Islam, Iran
and the humanity. The Revolution
was a great step forward to
multipolar world which means no
country or nation has dominance
over the other. [David Rossi, an
Italian history professor in Milan]

Islamic Revolution under
leadership of Imam Khomeini
shaped a new bloc and confront
against the world arrogance
especially the US and its allies. [Dr.
‘Aboud Wahid al-Esawi]

The Islamic movement by Imam
Khomeini has been established
on strong rational, intellectual,
political and economic foundations,
and it can never be stopped. [Dr.
Abi Abdul ‘Aati ‘Abeed, a media
expert and member of the central
committee of Sudan’s National
Congress]

In my view that Imam Khomeini
is not restricted to the Iranian

10

people and nation, but he belong
to all humanity and the whole
world. He was a great personality
DQG¿JXUHZKRLVUHVSHFWHGE\DOO
[Rustamov, the Kazakh writer and
journalist]

Imam Khomeini is a prominent
and rare personality. The whole
world especially the Muslims stand
in dire need of his dynamic thought
and genuine teachings. [Shafei
Abdulqader, the head of Islamic
center in the Thai capital Bangkok]

The main objective of Imam
Khomeini is to maintain justice,
unity and solidarity among all
the Muslims including Shias and
Muslims. The Islamic Awakening
in Arab countries has been inspired
by the Islamic Revolution. [Hojjat
al-Islam Salahuddin Hassan, the
head of delegation of prayer’s
leaders]

Iran’s Islamic Revolution
under wise leadership of Imam
Khomeini created a great motive
and enthusiasm among Muslim
throughout the world. This all
generated and inspired the Islamic
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awakening across several countries.
[Heithoshi Suzuki, a Japanese
scholar and intellectual]

Imam Khomeini was a great symbol
of resistance against oppression and
the American imperialism [Seyyed
$OL 6D¿ 0RXVDZL IURP ,QGLDQ
administered Kashmir]

In my view, Imam Khomeini
KDV EHHQ DQ LQÀXHQWLDO ¿JXUH D
prominent personality and a great
history maker. He changed existing
geopolitical balance of the power
across the Middle east region.
Imam Khomeini revived the human
and spiritual perspectives among
the Iranians and other nations
across the globe. [Priest Youhana, a
Maroni Christian leader]

Today, Iran due to guidance of
Imam Khomeini plays a very key
and essential regional and intentional
role. In my view, the spirituality was
the most prominent virtue and quality
and his other accomplishments in
politics and other arenas are direct
result of this spirituality. [Issac
Doulamo, a lawyer and media
activist from South Africa]

Man in his performance deviation
is evident. Imam Mahdi is assigned
to set right all these perversions
and deviations. He will mend the
torturous and sinuous things to
become right and straight. The
earth will be replete with justice in
its true sense. Therefore, from this
point of view, this is a feast for all
Muslims. Since Mahdi will guide
all the human beings, it is a feast of
humanity.

ever they have been admitted they
have not made use of it.
Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 21, Page: 45

Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 4, Page: 321

Qud's Day, a Day of
Confrontation against Arrogance
Quds Day is a global day. It is
not a day exclusively for Quds.
It is a day when the oppressed
confront the oppressors. It is a day
of confrontations for nations that
have been under the tyranny of the
American government and other
oppressors. It is a day when the
oppressed should become equipped
against the oppressors and they
should rub their noses in the dirt….
Quds Day is a day when the fate
of the oppressed nations must be
determined. Oppressed nations
should make their presence known
to the oppressors.

Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 12, Page: 409

Month of Divine Feast
You are guests of God in the blessed
month; the Host is God while His
creatures are the guests. Of course,
this banquet for the perfect awliya',
devotees of God is not as what we
imagine, or that our hands would
access Him. We have to assess and
see what this banquet has been and
to what extend we have attended
to this banquet. Although the entire
universe is under the divine mercy
and everything is His mercy and His
mercy to everything is bountiful, the
door of banquet is another door of
His mercy; invitation to the banquet
is another matter.
This banquet is all about
abandonment; abandonment of
desires such as for foods, drinks,
and other things that human desire
requires. God has invited us;
that you enter the banquet hall.
This banquet is nothing except
abandonment; abandonment of
carnal desires, abandonment of
egotisms, abandonment of selves;
abandonment of egoism. All these
are in the banquet hall and we have
to evaluate and see whether we
entered the banquet hall, or we did
not enter at all; whether we take
EHQH¿W IURP WKH GLYLQH EDQTXHW RU
not?…
Bear in mind that only if you
properly made an exit from the
banquet then you have `Id and feast.
`Id belongs to anyone who were
admitted in this banquet and made
use of it. Just as one is supposed to
abandon the apparent desires, one
has to control over his the inner
desires, which constitute the greatest
hindrance for man along the way.
All these corruptions in the world
are due to the fact that they have not
been admitted in the banquet, or if

nation could defeat a major power by
relying on an Islamic revolutionary
ideology.


The wicked
hands that
create
differences
between the
Shi`ah and
Sunnis in these
countries,
belong to
neither Shi`ah
nor Sunni. They
are the hands of
the imperialist
agents who
want to seize
the Islamic
countries from
them.



Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 9, Page: 252

Realization of Brotherhood and
Equality
My advice to Muslim nations is:
Do not look for outside help in
achieving your goal, which is Islam
and implementation of the Islamic
rules. You yourselves should rise up
and undertake this vital issue, which
will make liberty and independence
a reality. Let the grand religious
authorities and honorable preachers
in Islamic states call on their
governments to extricate themselves
from dependence on superpowers
and come to an understanding
with their own nations, in which
they would embrace victory. They
should invite nations to unity and
alliance and avoid racism, which is
contrary to the teachings of the Holy
Qur'an. They should shake hands in
friendship with their fellow believers
in any country and race, since the
great Islamic faith has termed them
all brothers. If, by Allah's Grace,
this spirit of brotherhood-in-faith is
realized, you will see that one day
the Muslims constitute the world's
greatest power.
Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 21, Page: 432

Victory by Relying on Islamic
Ideology
The victory of the Iranian Muslim
nation will undoubtedly set a good
example for the world's oppressed
nations, particularly the Middle
Eastern nations, for it shows how a

Sectarian Divide Equals Enmity
with Islam
The imperialists want to destroy
Islam in the name of religion and in
the name of Islam. The wicked hands
that create differences between the
Shi`ah and Sunnis in these countries,
belong to neither Shi`ah nor Sunni.
They are the hands of the imperialist
agents who want to seize the Islamic
countries from them.
Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 1, Page: 381

2*RG7RGD\,VODPLVDIÀLFWHGZLWK
hypocrites who are more criminal
than the people of Nahravan and
are crushing it in the name of Islam
and compromise with the enemies
of Islam in the name of Islam and in
fact for plundering the properties of
innocent and deprived nations and
chaining free nations.
O, God! These ignorant government
RI¿FLDOVKDYHVXFFXPEHGWR,VUDHOVR
as to rule the Muslim nations for a
few more days.
O, God! These ignorant governments
commanding all resources for
victory over superpowers sanction
the crimes of the US and Israel and
work round the clock to strengthen
the pillars of blasphemy. O, God!
Rescue this oppressed Muslim
people.
Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 16, Page: 329

What Happened To Muslims?
Superpowers do not want Islam to
exist, because they have observed
WKDW XQGHU WKH ÀDJ RI ,VODP LI RQH
billion people come together, life
ZLOOEHFRPHGLI¿FXOWIRUWKHPLQWKH
world and their criminal hands will
be curtailed. What has become of
Muslims and what has become of
Muslim rulers who have given away
all their prestige and honor to the
US? What has become of them that
they offer the great Islamic treasures
belonging to the barefooted weaker
nations to the US, which backs Israel
in exchange for it, and announces
that they will not barter away Israel
with Muslims. What has become of
Muslims?
Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 16, Page: 32
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lies within you. Interests in and
attachments to other than the owner
of the heart will lead to downfall. All
RSSRVLWLRQV WR *RG DQG DIÀLFWLRQV
arising from disasters, crimes and
treasons are the result of the love of
the self, from which emanates the
love of the world and its allurements
and the love of name and fame.
Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 16, Page: 188

Salvation and Relief from
Materiality
What brings peace and tranquility
to the hearts is detachment from the
world and its allurements which is
achieved by incessant remembrance
of God almighty. Those who seek
supremacy in any way possible
whether in the sciences, even divine
ones, or in power, fame and wealth,
they struggle to increase their pain.
Those detached from material
bounds who have been able to free
themselves to some extent from
traps of Satan, live in bliss and
happiness even in this world.
Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 18, Page: 424

Imam Khomeini's
Views on Range of Topics
Carnal Desires, Root of all Evil
and Cruelty
My son! The deplorable things
which lies at the bottom of all
DGYHUVLWLHV DQG DIÀLFWLRQV DQG WRSV
all mistakes and sins is love of the
world which originates from the
love of the self. The world is not
an abode to be denounced as it
is manifestation of the Truth and
station of His divinity and where
the angels of Allah have descended
and the place for the education of

8

Prophets and saints of God- peace
be upon them- and the meeting
house of the righteous ones and
the location for the manifestation
of the Truth in the hearts of those
enchanted by the real Beloved. If the
love of the world arises from love of
God and as His manifestation, the
Most High and Exalted, it is pleasing
and prompts perfection. If, however,
it stems from love of the self, it will
be the chief factor triggering all
sins. Hence, the despicable world
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Imam Mahdi's Birthday
Anniversary, Glad-tidings for
Humanity
Therefore, his birth stands a great
feast for the Muslims and mankind. If
the birthday of the Prophet is a great
feast for the Muslims, the birthday
of Mahdi can be said a great one.
The Prophet could not spread the
justice. But Mahdi will do that; the
JOREHZLOOEH¿OOHGZLWKMXVWLFHDWLWV
various grades. When Mahdi appear
he will set right every perversion.
He will bring man from the abyss
RI GHSUDYDWLRQ ,W LV VDLG ³+H ¿OOV
the earth with justice after having
been replete with tyranny.” The
justice that he practices is not one
which is familiar to us which we are
acquainted with. For instance, there
should be a just government dealing
with all equally. No. It is not so. His
MXVWLFH LV DERYH WKLV VHQVH +H ¿OOV
the earth with justice. Now the earth
is full of tyranny. It might be still
worse later on. All the inhabitants
over the globe are in perversion. The
good and perfect people are having
perversion and deviation though
they themselves may not be aware
of. The conduct, the behavior, the
belief, the actions- all is deviated.

the mystic the repose of “unitary
H[SHULHQFH´ LV VRPHWKLQJ ¿QDO
for the Prophet it is the awakening
within him and the unleashing
psychological forces, calculated to
completely transform the human
world.
This prophetic approach is also seen
in Imam’s conduct as well. He is a
great caliber of mystic but has not
distanced himself from the political
and social arenas as well. The
combination of mystic and prophetic
views has drawn Imam to the core of
the society and has formed a brave
and prominent personality of Imam.
According to an account by Ahmad
Khomeini, the elder son of Imam
that one day Imam was at house and
a crowd of people had converged
and were chanting slogans in favor
of Imam by saying, ‘peace be upon
Khomeini’. Imam had responded
to the event by telling his son that
even if these slogans were reversed,
then it would not make too much
difference for him. Somebody
may make similar claim, but imam
had implemented all these good
practices throughout his life.
Imam had decorated himself
with great mystic values and had
implemented all these norms in
politics and society as well. These
DOO YDOXHV RI JUHDW VLJQL¿FDQFH KDG
WXUQHG ,PDP LQWR DQ LQÀXHQWLDO
¿JXUH *LYHQ DOO WKHVH IDFWV ,PDP
had once said he had never fear
anybody or occurrence throughout
his life. This all was a direct result
of his mystic approach and his
reliance in God the Almighty. The
man who puts his trust in God the
Almighty and deems him dominant
in the universe, then there would be
no reason for that person to feel fear
of anything.
Imam introduced his religious
beliefs and faith to the society
and established a logical bonds
and relations with people. It was a
mutual association and ultimately
the people and the Imam were
highly trusting each other. Imam
Khomeini initiated the deep insight
and religious conception for the
mass public regarding the human
dignity.
One of the special characteristics
and distinguishing point about the
great Imam is that he introduced the


Someone can
easily draw a
conclusion that
the Islamic
revolution was
fully compatible
with human
aspirations and
nature.



Islamic thought in a such manner
that various walks and classes of the
public could comprehended it very
well. They ultimately discovered a
great amount of coordination and
coherence between their demands
and Imam’s ideals.
The great problems Iran were
facing cruelty, inequality and
captivity before the emergence of
the Revolution. The great Imam had
fully realized that people needed
freedom and civil liberties.
The great leader presented a
certain approach towards Islam
which could bring about freedom,
social justice, dignity and relief.
Therefore, it is Chrystal clear that
Imam had fully paid attention to
the people’s faiths and responded
to their beliefs and aspirations in
perfect manner.
Today, there are discussions among
scholars that whether the rights
such as seeking justice, freedom
DQGDWWDFKLQJVLJQL¿FDQFHWRKXPDQ
dignity and personality have deep
roots in natural inclinations. Most
of the Muslim scholars and the
experts believe that these rights
have natural roots and essence.
According to analysts the human
in their vey basic essence are
seeking
for
implementation
of justice and freedom. So the
historical experiences show that
if an approach towards religion is
initiated which is in accordance with
people sense of freedom and justice;
it would be widely welcomed by
the public masses. However if an
interpretation is presented which
is harmful to these values, then it
would be abandoned by vast walks
of the society. This is what happened
in medieval centuries when the
Europeans absolutely abandoned the
church institution.
The great task done by Imam
was that he presented a certain
interpretation of religion which was
based on ethical norms and human
dignity. This was an approach
which guaranteed freedom, justice
and right of choice for the society.
That is why Imam didn’t solely
suggest an Islamic government, but
emphasized that he was seeking to
establish a comprehensive Islamicdemocratic system. This happened
at a very sensitive juncture of history

when some other powers were
installing and imposing government
systems on people of the region.
The right of choice was the major
demand of the people during those
periods of history.
The Realization of Human
Dignity in Light of the Islamic
Revolution
One of the great initiatives of
Imam was that he could present a
comprehensive interpretation of
UHOLJLRQZKLFKDWWDFKHGVLJQL¿FDQFH
to all aspirations of the people. It
was entirely in accordance with
people’s inclinations of freedom,
independence, and stood against any
type of the cruelty or oppression.
The people came to know that
the religion gives importance to
freedom and independence and is
destined to stand against the any
kind of repression.
7KHJUHDW¿JXUHRIWKHFRQWHPSRUDU\
history also presented the religion
as pioneer that could relieve the
society and would guarantee the
implementation of freedom and
social justice. The religion was
manifested as a divine phenomenon
which could deliver the human
beings their real status and position.
The great Imam also highlighted
the logical, political, social and
judicial demands of the people
which were being raised at the
core of the society and presented
their solutions in accordance with
the religion. Whenever they found
this capacity in Islam, they were
ultimately attracted towards the
divine religion. In this way, the
Islamic revolution was gradually
formed. Given above-mentioned
facts, someone can easily draw
a conclusion that the Islamic
revolution was fully compatible
with human aspirations and nature.
The most important achievement
and accomplishment of the Islamic
Revolution was that the fate of the
country would no more be decided
by the external powers. The great
Imam’s approach towards religion
was assisting people to retrieve their
real statues. Imam also attached a
great importance to formation of a
society which could move ahead by
taking into consideration the human
dignity and human values.
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Islam and Human Dignity
from the Viewpoint of
Imam Khomeini
By Hojjat al-Islam Dr. Mohammad

Moghaddam
The intellectuals and Muslim
scholars have rendered a wide range
of views on the subject. However,
Imam’s thought in this regard
have had novelty that facilitated
the emergence and realization of
the revolution based on religious
teachings.
Imam’s
approach
towards the human dignity had
pretty innovative aspects that
were responsive to the people and
society’s demands and needs. Imam
used to take into consideration the
People’s beliefs and presented an
interpretation and approach to the
religion, which matched the people’s
faith system.
The great Imam didn’t want the
Iranian people to face the same
fate as of the Europeans did in
recent history. All of their hurdles
and troubles stemmed as some
Western societies placed freedom
and justice on one side while the
God Almighty was positioned on
other. The great Imam couldn’t
stand by this contradiction which
goes against genuine teachings of
divine religions. Imam deemed
these values inseparable from each
other and this approach resulted in
formation of great bond between
Imam and the mass public. This also
convinced even the non-Muslims
to brace and support the Islamic
movement, because they also drew
conclusion that the religion would
guarantee all human rights and civil
liberties.

6

Imam’s Views on Mankind and
Human Rights

Imam’s views are the same as of
The great
religious and Islamic one in this
task done by
regard. The great spiritual leader
Imam was that
introduces man as a being who is
he presented
subject to self-training, and God
a certain
the Almighty has assigned them
interpretation of
with responsibility of architecting
religion which
and decorating them with divine
was based on
attributes and values. According
ethical norms
WR WKLV GH¿QLWLRQ WKH PDQ ZLWK LWV
and human
own determination could carry out
dignity.
self-training in the light of religious
guidance, intellect and rationality.
Imam maintains that the human
beings are subject to training. At 
the same time, he also sees the
YDULRXVDUHQDVDQG¿HOGVRIOLIHWRR
ZLGHVSUHDG DQG GH¿QHV D JUHDWHU
mission for the mankind. As a result,
he doesn’t see the human training to
be restricted by certain conditions or
to certain individual issues.
Imam maintains that some parts
of the human training are related
to social, political and law
perspectives. He considers man a
being which is subject to training
and bears responsibility. He believes
that the humans are not only bears
responsibility of individual issues,
but also are accountable regarding
their family and social matters as
well.
In fact, Imam Khomeini has very
excellent views towards human
as he points out that the man has
been created in a certain way which
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facilitates its progress and growth
LQ DOO ¿HOGV RI OLIH ZLWK FKRLFH DQG
determination. These views make
Imam’s perception quite distinctive
from others.
According to Iqbal Lahori, the
contemporary poet and intellectual
that all the essential difference
between the mystic and the prophetic
experience is that when the prophets
ascend the highest heaven, they
would return and start working for
salvation and prosperity of society.
This is while the mystics remain
VDWLV¿HG ZLWK WKHLU H[SHULHQFH DQG
attempt to rescue themselves.
A Prophet conveys the message of
Allah to the people and awakens
and organizes their dormant powers.
He invites them to Allah and to all
that pleases Him, namely peace,
cordiality,
reformation,
nonviolence, veracity, uprightness,
justice,
emancipation
from
everything ungodly.
Iqbal describes the difference
between the Prophets and all
other individuals having unitary
experience and says:
The mystic does not wish to return
from the repose of his “unitary
experience”; and even when he does
return, as he must, his return does
not mean much for mankind at large.
The Prophet’s return is creative. He
returns to insert himself into the
sweep of time with a view to control
the forces of history. And thereby
to create a fresh world of ideals, for

foundations that all material aspects
would be subject to its dominance:
The ideology of Islam is not a
worldly ideology. It is a materialspiritual doctrine. Islam accepts
materialism under the protection of
spirituality.



Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 7, Page: 472

Islam came into being to provide
spirituality...If
spirituality
is
established,
materialism
will
become spiritual and will be in
adherence to spirituality; it does
not accept materialism exclusively.
The basis is spirituality. A country
is considered by its spirituality.
Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 7, Page: 474

The great Imam attaches a
JUHDW VLJQL¿FDQFH DQG YDOXH WR 
spirituality, and considers it as an
essential part of the human identity
and a distinguishing difference
between human and animals:
The privilege the human beings
have over animals is the spiritual
DVSHFW DQG WKH HGL¿HG VRXO 7KH
soul, which receives divine
training, enjoys higher spiritual
volume, which you should strive to
increase.
Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 10, Page: 174

The criterion of being a human
being is spirituality. Make efforts
to develop the spiritual essence.
Develop
spirituality
within
yourselves. And do not worry at all
that a human being has no hands,
no feet, and whatever.
Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 8, Page: 401

The great leader of the Muslim
world maintains that Islamic
spirituality has three major
characteristics and dimensions:
The main issue Islam has been
pursuing since its advent till now,
the main goal of prophets from
WKH ¿UVW WR WKH ODVW RQH WKH JRDO
of saints of Islam to their last is

The privilege
the human
beings have
over animals
is the spiritual
aspect and the
HGL¿HGVRXO
The soul, which
receives divine
training, enjoys
higher spiritual
volume, which
you should
strive to
increase.

the spirituality, mysticism and
the gnosis of Islam. On top of all
these affairs is the spirituality.
Establishment of government is
exactly meant for this. Of course, it
is the implementation of justice but
the ultimate end is the knowledge
of God and the mysticism of Islam.
Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 20, Page: 280

Islam has a set of scheme; it has a
program which can be followed by
this comprehensive, multifaceted
human being who is capable of
going beyond the physical stage of
existence to reach the metaphysical,
and then of transcending the
metaphysical to reach the divine.
Islam wants man to develop into a
complete being, meaning it wants
to allow him to grow in accordance
with his true nature. If man wants
to make the most of this physical
world, then Islam and other divine
religions teach him how to do so.
Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 4, Page: 10

The problems of the people are
not solved, and will not be solved
only through adjusting economic
relations in particular, but these
problems should be solved by
the whole Islamic system and we
should not forget intellectuality that
is the key to all problems.
Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 5, Page: 425

According to Imam’s views, the
spirituality is closely associated
with politics and also narrowly
linked to rationality. It also seeks
to solve all problems and hurdles
of the humanity through rational
means.
In addition to that, the spirituality
has also individual, social and
SROLWLFDO EHQH¿WV DQG IUXLWV
Important positive results of
adopting spirituality would never
bring fatigue and exhaustion, shield
Islamic unity and will result in the
defeat of the arrogant powers:
It is itself one of the spiritual

blessings and transformation in our
country, which after the eight years
of the sacred defense you do not
feel any sluggishness.
Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 21, Page: 128

Paying attention to spirituality, the
Divine duties and remembrance
of God results in this unity to be
safeguarded and this fraternity to
sustain.
Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 17, Page: 663

The Iranian nation advanced this
revolution under the light of Islam
as well as the power of spirituality.
This faith imposed failure on the
most powerful countries.
Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 7, Page: 362

Characteristics of Imam
Khomeini’s Approach to
Spirituality
Imam’s views on spirituality are
exclusive and distinctive from
other theorists and scholars.
The monotheism forms very basic
and essential foundations of the
great Imam’s views on spirituality.
The leader of the Muslim world puts
great emphasizes on devotion to God
the Almighty in all of his dynamic
thought on spirituality. This is while
some spiritual theories presented by
others insist on only the central role
for human and divine elements are
missing from their statements.
The concept of spirituality presented
by Imam is stemmed and triggered
by divine religion and genuine
religious teachings. The spiritual
ideals of Imam take care of all
human’s spiritual and material
needs. The spirituality presented by
Imam also covers social, political,
cultural and all other perspectives of
human society. It is combined with
divine perspectives and rationally.
The divine-oriented spirituality has
also strong potentials to confront
the arrogant and aggressive powers
as well.
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Imam Khomeini’s Dynamic
Thought on Spirituality

Imam’s school of thought is too
comprehensive and widespread that
covers all aspects of a human life.
This is based on strong foundations
of monotheism and attaches a
JUHDWVLJQL¿FDQFHWR&UHDWRURIWKH
universe.
As a result, all social systems
must also be founded on such an

4

epistemology, and the spirituality
should be based on monotheism
which covers all individual, social,
and political perspectives of life.
All ethical, political, economic and
social norms will be also based on
the divine principles.
The spirituality forms very basic
foundations of Imam Khomeini’s
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dynamic thought and formation of
all political and social system are
closely associated to it.
Characteristics and Functions of
Spirituality
Spirituality from the viewpoint
of Imam Khomeini plays a very
crucial role and forms very strong

distancing us from Islam and the
Quran (then) we need to sit and
witness living in humiliation,
dishonor,
wretchedness
and
servitude.
Independence
and
freedom lie in adherence to the
Holy Quran and the honorable
Prophet of God.” (Ibid., vol. 7, p.
131)
Quranic Sermons
The Quran is a book of preaching
which has been revealed to the
prophet for the admonition and
guidance of mankind. The Quran
has been capable of guiding the
people in all eras. In this respect,
WKH,PDPVD\V³0DQLVLQ¿QLWHWKH
LQVWUXFWRURIPDQLVLQ¿QLWHDQGWKH
instruction of human beings, which
LV WKH 4XUDQ LV DOVR LQ¿QLWH«
it is neither limited to the unseen
world nor limited to the world
of abstraction—it is everything,
everywhere, and all the things.”
(Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 12, p. 422)
One admonition from among the
admonitions of the Quran has
particularly caught the eye of the
late Imam and he would refer to
it time and time again. In fact one
can even say that this particular
verse was the main axis for the
Imam’s uprising and movements.
Whenever and individual requested
him for advice, he would refer them
to this noble verse: “Say, I exhort
you one thing only: that you rise
for God’s sake, by two or singly…”
(Surat Saba: 49)
In the oldest document of the
Imam’s combat left behind as a
testimonial from the year 1944,
while calling upon the people to
rise up in revolt for the Truth, he
invites them to act upon the divine
admonition.
Concerning the commentary of the
above noble verse, he states:
“In this noble verse, the Almighty
God has mentioned everything
for you from the dark abode of
nature to the end of the journey
of humanity; it is the best of
admonitions that God the exalted,
has selected from among all
admonitions and has proposed
this one word of his to Mankind.
This is the only utterance for the
improvement of the two worlds. It

is to arise for the cause of God; it
is the way that ‘the Friend of God,
the Compassionate,’ the Prophet
Abraham chose to reach the station
of Friendship which freed him
from the various manifestations of
nature…” (Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol.
12, p. 21)



The colonial
powers will
not be able to
violate your
sovereignty and
national honor.



Making the Quran’s Instructions
Practical
His eminence, the Imam regarded
his uprising and Revolution to be
for the sake of carrying out the
teachings of Islam. In his lecture on
³$XWKRULW\RIWKH4XDOL¿HG,VODPLF
Jurisprudent” (or ‘Velayat-e Faqih’)
in the city of Najaf Al-Ashraf, he
states:
“The Creator of such a philosophy
today wills that people live in an
equitable manner and act within
the prescribed Divine ordinances.
This philosophy is permanent; it is
one of the traditions of the Exalted
God, which is unchangeable.
Therefore, today and always, the
SUHVHQFH RI WKH µ4XDOL¿HG -XULVW¶
(plenipotentiary) meaning the
ruler who is the administrator
and upholder of Islam’s system
and canons is necessary—the
presence of a ruler who can
prevent aggressions, oppressions
and violations of the rights of
others, who is trustworthy, safekeeper and the supporter of God’s
creatures, who directs the people
towards Islam’s teachings, beliefs,
commandments and procedures,
and one who thwarts heresies that
HQHPLHVDQGLQ¿GHOVLPSRVHRQWKH
religion, laws and regulations. Was
the caliphate of Ali, the Commander
of the Faithful (peace be upon him)
not for this spiritual principle? The
causes and overriding necessities
that made His Holiness, the Imam,
still exist today except that there
LV QR VSHFL¿F SHUVRQ UDWKHU WKH\
have given the subject a heading so
that it could always be preserved.”
(Velayat-e Faqih, pp. 40-1)
Including the instances aimed at
implementation of Divine orders
and Quranic commandments are
his defense of the ‘Retaliation Bill
with its execution by the judiciary,
the gradual elimination of antiIslamic laws in the high courts,

implementation of the policy ‘neither
East nor West’ in Iran’s foreign
policy, “God will never let the
LQ¿GHOVWDNHSULRULW\RYHU0XVOLPV´
carrying out the commandment of
rejection of polytheists during the
annual Hajj pilgrimage, etc.
The Quran: Main Axis of Unity
For Muslims
His eminence, the Imam believed
that the Quran itself could become
the greatest factor for fostering the
XQL¿FDWLRQRI0XVOLPV
“Should you seek refuge in the
Quran and Islam, the aliens would
not dare to take your liberty and
make you their slaves; the colonial
powers will not be able to violate
your sovereignty and national
honor.” (Sahifeh-ye Imam, vol. 1,
p. 411)
In another statement, while calling
upon all the peoples of the world
(both Muslims and non-Muslims)
to connect to the enormous potential
of the Quran, he states:
“O, you the drops that have become
detached from the ocean of the
Quran and Islam, come to your
senses, and connect to this Divine
Ocean and seek the succor of this
absolute light so that the greedy
eyes of the global plunderers could
be shut out from you and their
hands of arrogance and aggression
could be cut off so that you achieve
an honorable existence and human
values.” (Ibid., vol. 16, p. 516)
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and Infallible Household of the
prophet, etc.
In addition to the aforesaid
LQVWDQFHV EHQH¿WLQJ IURP WKH
Quran requires us to remove certain
obstacles such as the barrier of selfconceit, the barrier of infatuation
with the material world, etc.
These are among the requisites
to understanding the authentic
teachings of the Quran. (Sahifeh-ye
Imam, vol. 14, p. 388)

The Glorious Quran from the
Viewpoint of Imam Khomeini
By Mahdi Hazeri
Revelation of the Quran
In the view of Imam Khomeini,
VSLULWXDOSXUL¿FDWLRQRIPDQNLQGZDV
the main objective for the prophetic
mission with the coming down of
this great book. In his words: “The
purpose of the prophetic mission
has been the descent of revelation
of the Quran and the objective for
reciting the Quran to the people
was that they could attain spiritual
SXUL¿FDWLRQZLWKWKHLUVRXOVFOHDQHG
from the darkness which existed
within them.” (Sahifeh-ye Imam,
vol. 14, p. 388)

2

Understanding the Quran
From Imam Khomeini’s point of 
view, understanding the principal Independence
teachings of the Quran is possible and freedom lie
for all individuals and each person in adherence
ZLOOEHQH¿WIURPLWWRWKHH[WHQWRI to the Holy
their ability.
Quran and
For understanding Quran and its the honorable
teachings certain conditions need Prophet of God.
to be met. Included in its virtues are
cleansing one’s self of impurities,
relieving from mean and ugly

manners, and practical superiorities
and holding fast to the rope of
salvation through the Immaculate
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Recommending the Quran
The Imam has made numerous
recommendations
concerning
UHFLWDWLRQ RI WKH 4XUDQ UHÀHFWLRQ
on the Quran, application of the
Quran and revival of the Quran.
In a letter to his daughter-in-law
Fatimah Tabatabaei, the Imam
states:
³5HÀHFW RQ WKH +RO\ 4XUDQ WKLV
fountainhead of Divine Grace.
Although reading it literally would
also be like reading a letter from the
beloved to the coy listener, it has an
DJUHHDEOH HIIHFW DQG WKH UHÀHFWLRQ
on its verses would guide a human
being toward higher and more
sublime stations. As we read one
of the Quran verses: ‘Will they not
mediate on the Quran or are there
locks on the hearts?’ And no results
are obtained as long as these locks
or chains are not opened. Then, as
long as you are young, strive in
SUDFWLFH DQG VSLULWXDO SXUL¿FDWLRQ
to smash the locks and try remove
bashfulness, because thousands
of the youth who are closer to the
Divine Horizon and to the celestial
kingdom will succeed, but an aged
person is not…” (Sahifeh-ye Imam,
vol. 18, p. 447)
Imam Khomeini regarded the
reason for the past elevation and
supremacy of Muslims to be in their
practical application of the Quran
and considered this to be the only
path to the salvation of Muslims by
stating:
“It was under the protection of the
Quran that in half a century Islam
managed to triumph over all the
empires of the time; as long as
we are in the support of the Quran
we shall have the upper hand over
the enemies; and if, God forbid,
the enemies of Islam succeed in

Supreme Leader’s
Statements on
Following the Path of
Imam Khomeini

The essential and fundamental
point raised by Imam Khomeini
is the issue of pure Muhammadan
Islam which strongly opposes
cruelty, favors justice, and defends
oppressed, deprived ones and bare
footed people. Imam also initiated
the term of American Islam which
is used for certain version of
religion that is formal and stays
indifferent against oppression,
cruelty, aggression and bullying
powers.
One of the distinguishing and clear
characteristic of Imam’s path is
that it put emphasizes on universal
features of the Islamic movement.
Imam introduced the Islamic
movement as an international one

and said that it belonged to all the
nations, including Muslims and
non-Muslims. It is completely
different from the issue of meddling
into affairs of other countries. It is a
type of exporting revolution which
is totally different from the methods
had been adopted by the world
arrogant and colonial powers in the
past.
This exportation means that the
fragrance of this divine phenomenon
(Islamic Revolution) should be
spread across the globe. It would help
nations to understand their duties
and status. One of the instances in
this regard has been Imam’s stance
toward the Palestinian issue. Imam
clearly said that Israel is Israel is a
‘cancerous tumor.’
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